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BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTES: Today's date is 

December 27, 2001. The time is approximately 14 

hundred hours. My name is Chief Art Lakiotes, 

Safety Command of the New York City Fire 

Department. 

Q. I'm conducting an interview with? 

A. Gerard Pisano, Firefighter, Ladder 149. 

Q. This is in regard to the events of September 
11, 2001. Jerry, if you would, just take me through 
the day, how the events unfolded for you, and just kind 
of tell me. 

A. That day we were assigned -- detailed to the 
rock for education day. As I was going to the rock, I 
was listening to the radio on the car, I heard that the 
first plane hit, a small commuter plane they called 
it. As I got to the rock, there was a TV playing in 
the front, and my Captain and three or four other 
members who were detailed there were watching the TV 
and we were assigned to come back -- actually as we 
were watching the TV, the second plane hit. 

We were told right away to go back to our 

unit, where we would be, you know, everybody 
reassembled and probably get detailed down to the rock 


to the staging area, I mean to the site or to a staging 
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area. 

We did, we all got in our cars, we came back 
to the fire house. As we did that, the Captain that 
lives up the block was coming down the block. He took 
charge of us. About three or four cars got loaded up 
and we went to the staging area at, I believe Brooklyn 
Bridge. Actually we parked at Ladder 118's quarters, 
on that block, got together, we got as much hand tools 
and stuff. We walked over the bridge and we assembled 
over, I think it's Broadway and I forget what block 
that is. Let me see. Probably, yes, it was Broadway 
and Vesey. Right over there by Saint Pauls Church. 

At that time it was -- you could tell there 
was a lot of things going on. We just waited to be 
assigned. That's about it. During the day, we were 
going back and forth. We were assigned to another 
officer and we were told to make a search somewhere, 
but we had no masks. We spent a good part of the day 
trying to find masks. There were no masks around. 
They were being worn by anybody that was on the recall, 
which I was pretty much. Working that day on the 
truck. So we had no masks. Then all we had was dust 
masks and that's all. We kind of like stood by for 


most of the day. 
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Then into the night, we were digging on the 
pile. Just free hand, you know, just going down there 
and doing whatever we could do. 

Q. What time did you finally get back to the 
fire house, how did you get back to the fire house? 

A. Our own car, we went back to 118. We got -- 

Q. You walked back -- 

A. Bus or something. I think we got a bus that 
was going over the bridge. We started walking over the 
Brooklyn Bridge and a bus was coming back with a bunch 
of firefighters. They stopped for us, we got on there 
and they let us off right on the other side, which our 
cars were parked, 118. We got into our cars and we 
came back here. Stayed here. 

Then I went back to the site, World Trade 
Center, the next morning at 9 o'clock. Then that 
schedule came down, the A, B and C, 12 on, 12 off. 24 
on, 24 off. I think it was the first day. 

Q. Then they changed it to 24 -- 

A. They changed it very fast. 

Q. They changed it a few times. 

A. Few times. 

Q. Where were you when the buildings collapsed, 


do you remember? 


G. PISANO 


A. Yes, I was on -- I was in my car. I was on 
the BQE. Saw the first one, had a member in my car and 
I was driving and he told me there was -- that the 
building collapsed. I didn't believe him at first and 
then when I looked over, when I was able to look over, 
because I was following behind a police car, I was able 
to look over and I couldn't believe it. I saw the 
brown smoke. 

Q. A lot of it. Amazing. Then were you at the 
Brooklyn Bridge when the second building came down? 

A. No, when we came back. The second one, I 
think I was en route to the Brooklyn Bridge. 

Q. Walking from 118's quarters? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It was very hard. A lot of people coming 
back the other direction? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Mass exodus. You were walking on the 
roadways or were you walking on the walkway? 

A. I was on the walkway, and then actually one 
of the members was going across because he had all the 
tools in his car. I went across the catwalk to the 
roadway and I jumped into his car with a bunch of other 


people. Half the way over. 
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Q. Were you there when 7 came down? 

A. Yes, I was there when 7 came down. 

Q. Where were you then? 

A I was -- look at the map. I actually -- I 
think it was on -- let me see this. 

Q. 7 was up on Vesey and West. 


A. Okay. Right. I think I was on Murray. 

Q. Behind it. 

A Yes. We walked all -- we actually -- we were 
doing actually fire duty. It was an Engine with just 
an officer and a chauffeur and we jumped into the 
Engine. That's where we got our masks for the night 
tour. There was masks on the rig. We jumped on there 
and there was some car fires on one of these blocks 
down here. I think we were on either Park or Barclay. 
That's where we were. We were on Barclay and figure 
like Church. When 7 came down, maybe we were on Park. 

When 7 came down, there was a Lieutenant and 
another member and they went down. The Lieutenant went 
down, he was walking and he took a bad feed of dust. 

So we saw him. We ran over to him. We picked him up. 
We dragged him about a block up to Park and into one of 
those lobbies of an office building in it. During that 


time, we were given a man down Mayday. Officer down, 
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member down, and we got EMS there right way and we got 
oxygen to him and stuff. I think he's doing okay. 
BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTES: That's good. 
Okay. This concludes the interview. It's 


approximately 1410. 


